
Drawing the Connections: Reproductive Justice 
and the Global Social Justice Movement

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Explain the process and purpose of the activity.

2. To jumpstart the discussion, draw one of the connections 
and explain the link (examples on page 4).

3. Encourage the participants to draw the next connection 
by asking “How does a reproductive injustice create an 
injustice in these other movements?”

4. Participants should be encouraged to add other move-
ments that are not already on the board.

5. You may have to prompt participants with a scenario for 
the link for the first (or first few) movements, but this 
activity should be based on group participation.

6. As participants make links, draw an outward arrow from 
the Reproductive Justice box to the appropriate move-
ment’s box.

7. The activity ends when there are arrows extending from 
Reproductive Justice to all of the surrounding move-
ments’ boxes. 

8. Confirm with the group that you have shown that reproduc-
tive justice is essential to all of the movements listed. 

Variations

Optional small group discussion

1. Have participants split into groups based on their interests 
or field of work. 

2. Ask them to discuss specific actions related to reproductive 
justice that they can initiate within their movements. 

3. Monitor the groups, and give input if you feel they are 
getting stuck. 

4. Ask the groups to choose a person who will report back to 
the larger group.

5. Actively moderate the process of reporting back to ensure 
that all small groups’ ideas are shared.

6. Listen to responses from the groups, and keep detailed 
notes on their ideas on the flipchart or whiteboard.

7. After all groups have reported, summarize their ideas and 
conclude the activity.

 

Objective

The activity seeks to integrate sexual and reproductive 
rights and justice into the broader global social justice 
movement by giving reproductive justice activists a tool 
to reach out to activists in other movements and to 
motivate groups working on other issues to address links 
between their work and reproductive justice. By the 
end of this activity, participants will be able to describe 
concrete links between reproductive justice and other 
justice movements.  

TIME

30 minutes
60 minutes with optional small group discussion	

MATERIALS

Markers and flipchart or whiteboard

PREPARATION

Read the resources documents listed below. Replicate 
the Drawing the Connections template on a whiteboard 
or flipchart.

Resources

Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice. 2005. A new 
vision for advancing our movement for reproductive health, 
reproductive rights and reproductive justice. Available at 
http://www.reproductivejustice.org/download ACRJ_A_New_
Vision.pdf
 
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Community Cen-
ter. Causes in common: Reproductive rights and LGBT libera-
tion. Available at http://www.gaycenter.org/program_fold-
ers/cicbooklet.pdf
 
SisterSong. 2006. Understanding reproductive justice. Avail-
able at http://www.sistersong.net/publications_and_articles/
Understanding_RJ.pdf
 



Drawing the Connections template
Draw this model on the flipchart before the workshop and leave room in case additional issues need to be added. 

Reproductive Justice

Religious Issues Labor Rights

Youth RightsLGBTQ Rights

Environmental Justice Communities of Color

Violence Economic Justice



Reproductive Justice

Religious Issues
A woman is raped and subsequently has an 
abortion. She was an active member of her 
spiritual community and initially received 
support from community members after the 
rape. However, when she finds out she is 
pregnant and ultimately opts for an abor-
tion, she feels isolated and ostracized.

Labor Rights
In the factory where the majority of 
people in one town hold jobs, women 
who become pregnant while employed 
are fired.

Youth Rights
Because of state-mandated abstinence-
only sexual education curricula and 
parental notification laws on abortion and 
contraception, youth are unable to access 
quality reproductive health care and 
information. In communities across the 
state, youth experience increased rates of 
unwanted pregnancy and STDs. 

LGBTQ Rights
In a U.S. city, the only facility offering in 
vitro fertilization refuses to provide its 
services to unmarried women. A lesbian 
couple wanting to have a child is unable 
to access in-vitro services in their city.

Environmental Justice
In a small community, access to methods 
of fertility control is severely limited. 
Families are not able to manage their 
size in a way they deem appropriate for 
the resources available. The community 
quickly outgrows the capacity of their 
limited water resources.

Communities of Color 

In a community of color where the major-
ity of the women are uninsured or on 
Medicaid, reproductive health services 
are extremely inadequate. Infant mortal-
ity in the community is nearly twice the 
rate of the neighboring predominantly 
white community.

Violence
A woman experiences unwanted pregnan-
cy and doesn’t have access to abortion. 
She decides she has to “make it work” 
with the father, although he is abusive. 
She is beaten throughout pregnancy.

Economic Justice
A woman can’t afford her birth control 
pills one month and experiences an un-
wanted pregnancy. To pay for an abortion, 
she has to borrow $500 from a preda-
tory “payday-advance” loan service. She 
quickly becomes $2000 in debt.

Drawing the Connections completed with examples
After the activity there should be arrows from reproductive justice to all of the surrounding issues drawn on the  
flipchart. These examples can be used to prompt participants.




