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THE ANTI-GENDER GLOBAL NORTH
DESCENDS ON NAIROBI PAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE

Executive Summary

In May 2025, an event is scheduled to take place in Kenya that promises to elevate and protect African
sovereignty and family values. However, what has been pitched as a Pan-African effort is partially
underwritten by veteran anti-gender actors who are not from the region but from the Global North. From
May 12 to 17, the African Christian Professionals Forum (ACPF) will host its second Pan-African
Conference on Family Values in Nairobi, Kenya (hereafter referred to as the ACPF Conference). ACPF is
the regional branch of its parent organization, the Nairobi-based lobbying nongovernmental (NGO) Kenya
Christian Professional Forum (KCPF), which works to restrict and roll back sexual and reproductive
health and rights (SRHR) and LGBTQ+ rights.

The second Nairobi ACPF Conference is projected to be a significantly larger gathering and will include
most of the original international participants as well as new, influential stakeholders, adding more
visibility to this second iteration. Many participants are linked to political far-right movements and
administrations, and they not only advocate on topics like abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, reproductive health
care, and comprehensive sexuality education within their countries, but also through regional
mechanisms, like the African Union, and in multilateral spaces like the United Nations. The broad roster
of confirmed participants demonstrates the success of KCPF’s extensive advocacy, campaigning, and
networking efforts over the last few years.

It is important to remind advocates and policymakers that many of the ideas and programs promoted at
these conferences are being fed by external actors and are not developed in consultation with a broad
cadre of civil society, nor based in evidence, science, nor rights-respecting practice. The ideas emanating
from ACPF’s main sponsors on “sovereignty”, “protecting African culture and values”, “family values”,
and “women’s and girls’ health and rights” are crafted in Global North by ideologically motivated
individuals and groups who often have neither health, education, development, nor human rights

backgrounds, but instead long histories of supporting far right ideologies and exporting hate.

The ACPF Conference and the themes and areas of focus that emerge are crucial to watch to understand
what else is being targeted, who else is at the table, and where we can expect this movement to coalesce
next. This is especially relevant given the funding crisis for global health, international development, and
human rights protection of historically marginalized populations. Should U.S. foreign assistance resume
funding, it will likely be contingent upon ideological alignment with recipient countries around issue
areas, including SRHR, abortion, and LGBTQ+ rights. ACPF, KCPF, and their allies could be primed and
positioned to receive funding from the Trump administration, at the expense of the most vulnerable
populations, their families, and communities.


https://web.archive.org/web/20250411151331/https:/acpf.africa/2024/10/26/2nd-pan-african-conference-on-family-values/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411151331/https:/acpf.africa/2024/10/26/2nd-pan-african-conference-on-family-values/

Background

To understand the momentum that has led to an African anti-gender conference being partially supported
by non-African organizations, this briefing paper examines the history and work of ACPF and KCPF and
their expanding relationships and collaboration with anti-gender groups from the Global North. These
details help inform how to evaluate their work, and what it means when an African NGO relies on anti-
gender Western ideology to push an “African” agenda that opposes human rights, diversity, and inclusive
development.

KCPF, and by extension ACPF, is not new to international collaboration and in recent years they have
developed relationships with individuals who are close to the Trump administration. Four of ACPF’s main
partners are from the United States: the Mormon organization Family Watch International (FWI); the
evangelical organization Family Research Council; the far-right think tank the Heritage Foundation; and
the anti-gender NGO Institute for Women’s Health.' Some are new to this space, like the Institute for
Women’s Health, whose president worked in the first Trump administration.? The organization’s 15 years
of relationship building with U.S.-based anti-gender movements includes close collaboration in KCPF’s
early years with conservative Republican members of the U.S. Congress,? the American Center for Law
and Justice,* and the World Congress of Families (WCF). In May 2010, the ACLJ’s general counsel and
former Trump lawyer, Jay Sekulow,® announced that the organization was donating "tens of thousands
of dollars" to help defeat Kenya's then-proposed constitution because it would allow “abortion on
demand.”

KCPF’s director, Wahome Ngare, is an advisory committee member of the Africa chapter of the Children's
Health Defense, a globally prominent anti-vaccine advocacy group.® Current U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., led the Children’s Health Defense until he stepped down as chair
in January 2025 when he was nominated to the secretary position by Trump. KCPF has since grown as a
player on the international anti-gender stage, rubbing shoulders with parliamentarians, convening
alongside United Nations-focused organizations, and joining transnational networks. The 2025 ACPF
Conference has leveraged these contacts to bring together well-known individuals, organizations, and
policymakers from the Africa region, Europe (France, the Netherlands, Spain, and Poland), and the United
States.

All four U.S.-based organizations claim to support national sovereignty, women’s and girls’ health, and family values. Yet
these very same groups celebrated the Trump administration’s dismantling of US foreign assistance, including global
health and other programs that supported families, women, girls, and children, and the defunding of United Nations
agencies and programs. Rather than values, they have long-exported hate and regressive human rights agendas.

IWH is the primary promoter of the Geneva Consensus declaration, an ant-abortion initiative of the first Trump
administration. It is a non-binding document that brings together 39 countries, as of this writing, against LGBTQ+, SRHR,
and multilateral systems.

S On March 21, 2011, anti-abortion Congressman Chris Smith spoke at a KCPF event in Limuru, Kenya, where he
criticized the new Kenyan Constitution for allowing abortions in cases when the health of the woman is at risk.

“ The American Center for Law and Justice established a Nairobi office, the East Africa Center for Law and Justice, in
2010, the same year as KCPF. Both groups were founded to respond to the new Kenyan Constitution.

° Sekulow was a member of President Donald Trump’s legal team during his first Senate impeachment trial in 2020.

In 2019, the organization was named one of the top spreaders of anti-vaccine advertisements; it has been particularly

active on social media boosting anti-World Health Organization propaganda.
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https://www.ipas.org/resource/pulling-back-the-cover-the-roots-relationships-and-rise-of-family-watch-international/
https://www.ipas.org/resource/protego-operationalizing-the-geneva-consensus-declaration/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113102757/https:/acpf.africa/our-achievements/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160001/https:/allafrica.com/stories/201005020007.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160001/https:/allafrica.com/stories/201005020007.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411154743/https:/childrenshealthdefense.co.za/about-us/
https://x.com/IWH4women/status/1899441953676071120
https://www.ipas.org/resource/protego-operationalizing-the-geneva-consensus-declaration/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160052/https:/www.motherjones.com/politics/2011/03/chris-smith-kenya-abortion-constitution/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411155446/https:/www.euronews.com/health/2025/02/13/who-is-robert-f-kennedy-jr-the-incoming-us-health-secretary
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411155336/https:/www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2024-06/AIRA%20Infodemic%20Trends%20Report%2027%20May-%203%20June%202024.pdf

Non-African groups supporting or speaking at

@ = the ACPF Conference include the Madrid-based
transnational Political Network for Values; the

U.S. anti-LGBTQ+ hate group Center for Family
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v o Feloss Freedom (Ordo luris, for short), among others.”

2025 G ACPF, All rights reserved. EEEENERSEE .. Below we examine the history of ACPF’s parent
ACPF's partner logos on its main website, as of May 2, 2025, from organization, KCPF, as an organizing force, its
left to right: Family Research Council, The Institute for Women's work in Kenya and growth throughout the
Health, Family Watch International, and the Heritage Foundation. African region, and its expanding collaboration

with international groups.

Kenyan Christian Professionals Forum’s Attacks Against the Constitution

The Nairobi-based Kenya Christian Professional Forum is an membership organization of individuals from
legal, medical and other professions, as well as students. The organization has long been supported by
influential Kenyan religious bodies and umbrella groups from various denominations. At the time of this
writing, KCPF reported?® that it was seeking to grow its membership to 5,000 individuals by 2026. For
the last decade, KCPF has been a leading force for much of the anti-SRHR and anti-LGBTQ+ initiatives
in Kenya.

KCPF is primarily a legal organization that works to advance “biblical values in the society” and aims to

be regarded as a constitutional resource and legitimate actor in Kenya. Yet, this position is belied by their
work, which focuses on changing and removing certain rights from the constitution while also advocating
against the rights of marginalized groups and vulnerable populations. It carries out its mandate through
its professional base, board, and advisory committee, and also via its strong ties to Kenyan policymakers,

including anti-LGBTQ+ member of parliament Peter Kaluma and former MP Chrisantus Wamalwa, as
well as National Assembly Speaker Moses Wetang’ula. Additionally, Senator Okiya Omtatah, a likely 2027
presidential candidate, spoke at an August 2024 “Leadership and Integrity” KCPF conference.

KCPF dedicates a significant amount of time to drafting anti-abortion and anti-LGBTQ+ bills and policies
as well as constitutional amendments. This includes national initiatives like the 2023 anti-LGBTQ+

" KCPF has also intertwined since the early 2010s with American anti-LGBTQ+ hate groups like the WCF and FWI. FWI
has been affiliated with KCPF through one of its committee conveners, Augustine Richard Kakeeto, FWI’s Nairobi-based
policy advisor. Ann Kioko, former WCF staff who is now with CitizenGO, also worked at KCPF.

¢ KCPF annual report 2023-2024, on file with Ipas.
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https://www.ipas.org/resource/the-political-network-for-values-global-far-right-at-the-united-nations/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411153306/https:/kcpf.or.ke/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411153306/https:/kcpf.or.ke/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411210929/https:/kcpf.or.ke/team/advisory-council
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411155847/https:/www.aciafrica.org/news/1569/why-bishops-in-kenya-are-contesting-reproductive-healthcare-bill-in-parliament?
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411191424/https:/www.citizen.digital/news/wetangula-condemns-supreme-court-ruling-on-lgbtq-rights-groups-n315171
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160038/https:/africasacountry.com/2025/03/good-revolutions-talk-back/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160038/https:/africasacountry.com/2025/03/good-revolutions-talk-back/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160130/https:/kcpf.or.ke/storage/resources/AUG%20ISSUE%20IV_20240914081508.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411155355/https:/kcpf.or.ke/team/augustine-kakeeto
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411193831/https:/politicalresearch.org/2016/09/15/world-congress-of-families-descends-on-africa
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160651/https:/acpf.africa/

Family Protection Bill, and the anti-abortion and anti-LGBTQ+ Linda Jamii bill that seeks to amend the
Constitution.? Litigation has also been a key legal advocacy strategy for KCPF. KCPF sought an injunction
in the Eric Gitari case brought by the National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission. The Gitari
case challenged the Kenya NGO Coordination Board’s refusal to permit the LGBTQ+ group to apply for
NGO registration under a name containing the words ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian.”

Regarding anti-SRHR legal efforts, KCPF has been involved, including as a petitioner, in a series of cases.
These include enjoining in a 2015 case brought by abortion advocates that sought to reinstate the
abortion standards and guidelines that were withdrawn by the Ministry of Health after a 14-year-old girl

died from complications of an unsafe abortion; the Marie Stopes Kenya closure case brought by KCPF
and its ally CitizenGO in 2020; and the 2023 National Reproductive Health Policy case against the
Ministry of Health brought by the reproductive rights advocacy group KELIN." The Reproductive Health
Policy has been championed by KCPF while human rights advocates have argued it is unconstitutional
and has harmful implications for safe abortion care, adolescent health, LGBTQ+ populations, and those
seeking contraception. All these actions show how KCPF has both positioned itself as a key player in the
anti-gender legal space and cemented its leadership within the Kenyan anti-abortion movement.

The African Christian Professionals Forum’s Deep Ties to the Global North

There is a thin line dividing KCPF and ACPF. KCPF launched the African Christian Professionals Forum
in September 2020 “to be the premier Pan-African Platform to Protect and Promote Family Values at the
continental level and beyond.” As of 2024, ACPF reportedly has 26 national chapters “spanning various
African countries” and representing 2,500 professionals.

For a Pan-African effort, ACPF’s board membership reveals extensive links to U.S. anti-gender groups.
In addition to its Kenyan members, the ACPF board includes:

e Seyoum Antonios, founder of United for Life Ethiopia and African director of FWI since
2019, regularly speaks on behalf of FWI at global events, including the African Bar
Association’s annual conferences and the FWI supported African Regional Inter-
Parliamentary Conferences, hosted by the Government of Uganda, which will have its third
convening May 8-9, 2025.

e Errol Naidoo, founder of the anti-abortion research organization Family Policy Institute in
South Africa, which he created after he attended a six-month training program run by the
U.S.-based Family Research Council. Naidoo has also participated in C-Fam events at the
United Nations, including a February 2024 event.

? The Linda Jamii bill seeks to limit the constitutional provisions for the right to health and specifically the indicators for
abortion care. It also calls for amending an existing constitutional article on the family to impose a strict gender binary;
seeks to impose the death penalty for some same-sex conduct; and restricts the ratification of international treaties such
as the Maputo Protocol, which has provisions on access to abortion.

9 The National Reproductive Health Policy of 2022-2032 was launched on July 5, 2022. The policy’s launch was boycotted
by civil society organizations working in women’s health and human rightsin response to the government’s lack of
transparency and failure to engage with them and with professional medical associations.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250411190217/https:/database.ilga.org/api/downloader/download/1/KE%20-%20LEG%20-%20Family%20Protection%20Bill%20(2023)%20-%20OR-OFF(en).pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161027/https:/ntvkenya.co.ke/favicon.ico
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160403/https:/www.humandignitytrust.org/resources/kenya-foa-sc-judgment/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160801/https:/reproductiverights.org/case/fida-kenya-and-others-v-attorney-general-and-others-high-court-of-kenya/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160642/https:/judiciary.go.ke/press-summary-petition-266-of-2015/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160510/https:/kenyalaw.org/caselaw/cases/view/221112
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160522/https:/www.kelinkenya.org/a-step-toward-justice-challenging-kenyas-reproductive-health-policy/
https://x.com/KenyaCPF/status/1544223006154792961
https://web.archive.org/web/20250425214053/https:/acpf.africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160651/https:/acpf.africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411151512/https:/acpf.africa/our-team/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113090831/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/20/dr-seyoum-antonios/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250124195925/https:/afribar.org/medlawcomf-2025/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250124195925/https:/afribar.org/medlawcomf-2025/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250329002611/https:/healthpolicy-watch.news/african-anti-rights-groups-and-anti-vaxxers-unite-in-global-conspiracy-against-who/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113105743/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/20/mr-errol-naidoo-south-africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20241202145852/https:/reactionary.international/cases/pregnancy-crisis-centers-in-south-africa-and-the-global-spread-of-the-religious-right/en/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411193450/https:/c-fam.org/event/the-importance-of-the-family-in-the-eradication-of-poverty-and-for-peace-and-prosperity/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411182606/http:/guidelines.health.go.ke:8000/media/The_National_Reproductive_Health_Policy_2022_-_2032.pdf?
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411182742/https:/ghettoradio.co.ke/activists-boycott-launch-of-reproductive-health-policy-by-moh/?
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411182742/https:/ghettoradio.co.ke/activists-boycott-launch-of-reproductive-health-policy-by-moh/?

e Mary Ekemezie, from Nigeria, is a legal consultant for the Foundation for African Cultural
Heritage—another sponsor of the first African Regional Inter-Parliamentary Conference.

e Alfred Sembi, of Cameroon, is an economist and hosted a November 2024 conference in
Cameroon against comprehensive sexuality education with the U.S.-based anti-abortion
group Human Life International.?°

e Zacc Kawala is a vocal anti-abortion and anti-LGBTQ+ Malawian pastor who has been
featured in the anti-abortion film “Africa’s Pandemic” alongside representatives from
Alliance Defending Freedom and Joy Mdivo, executive director of the East Africa Center for
Law and Justice, who is also a member of KCPF.

Both ACPF and KCPF also share several officers: Anne Mbugua, advisory board chair and co-founder of
KCPF, and chair of the ACPF; and Charles Kanjama, ACPF board vice-chair and KCPF chair. A Kenyan
lawyer by training, Kanjama has been the public face of KCPF against abortion reform and expansion of
LGBTQ+ rights in Kenya and regionally. He is joined in this work by the vocal homophobic, anti-vaccine
KCPF director, Wahome Ngare. In addition to his KCPF role, Ngare is also an advisory committee member
of the Africa chapter of the Children's Health Defense, which was previously led by the 2025 Trump-
appointed U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

To advance their goals, KCPF and ACPF regularly convene their allies for strategic conferences. KCPF
hosts several events throughout the year, often in partnership with the East Africa Center for Law and
Justice and the Madrid-based CitizenGO—including the March for Life, the International Day for the
Family, the anniversary of the 2010 Kenyan Constitution in August (known as Katiba Day), and the
National Prayer Breakfast, modeled on the U.S. tradition created by the shadowy group “The Family.”

The Institute for Women’s The second Inter-
Kenya enacted a new KCPF was the lead The first Inter- Health launched its Parliamentary Conference
Constitution, the KCPF organizer of a parrallel Parliamentary Conference Protego project in Uganda was held in Uganda along
was formed, and the US conference to the Nairobi was hosted in Uganda with with the First Lady Janet with a meeting with the
anti-abortion group ACLJ Summit, bringing together FWI, the African Bar Museveni and other First Lady and
founded EACLJ, KCPF's international groups Association, and the African First Ladies and representatives from
continued partner in the including C-Fam, FWI, Foundation for African their representatives, ACPF, KCPF, CCI, FWI,
Linda Uhai consortium. CitizenGO, and Ordo luris. Cultural Heritage. including from Kenya. among others.
2010 November 2019 February 2024 May 2024
May 2023 January 2024
KCPF organized Nairobi KCPF launched the ACPF ACPF held its first Protego launched in The second ACPF
events with the support of for its 10" anniversary. conference in Kenya with Burundi with a Conference, preceded by
WCF, growing its ADF and CCI. memorandum of the third Inter-
international network. understanding with the Parliamentary Conference,
government, following will have new international
meetings with the First partners, like the Institute
Lady of Burundi. for Women's Health.

Timeline of KCPF and ACPF intersections with Global North anti-gender groups between 2010 and 2025.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250113111055/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/20/miss-mary-ekemezie-nigeria/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113104329/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/20/mr-alfred-sembi/
https://web.archive.org/web/20241011051258/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/20/dr-zacc-kawalala-malawi/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411193701/https:/www.voanews.com/a/africa_malawi-debate-liberalizing-abortion-face-conservative-opposition/6203127.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411193558/https:/www.liveaction.org/news/documentary-exposes-abortion-industry-covid-19-africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250119034750/https:/kcpf.or.ke/team/anne-mbugua
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113093806/https:/acpf.africa/2024/09/09/ann-mbugua/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411151512/https:/acpf.africa/our-team/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411151614/https:/kcpf.or.ke/team/board-of-directors
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411154743/https:/childrenshealthdefense.co.za/about-us/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160720/https:/kcpf.or.ke/index.php/events/march-for-life-2025-ukqywxuo
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160640/https:/kcpf.or.ke/events/katiba-day-2024-p2v33vsk
https://www.instagram.com/kenya_cpf/p/DEw76heO47I/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502160655/https:/www.npr.org/2009/11/24/120746516/the-secret-political-reach-of-the-family

KCPF was the national host for the World Congress of Families regional gathering in Kenya in 2018. The
WCF is a rightwing initiative that started in 1997 with the aim of convening international like-minded

allies on a semi-regular basis to network and promote a “pro-family” agenda that advances the rights of
heteronormative families by denying rights to marginalized populations like women, girls and LGBTQ+
people.

KCPF’s national and global influence was especially visible in 2019 on the sidelines of the 25th anniversary
of the UN International Conference on Population and Development that took place in Nairobi. There,
KCPF brought together its national allies and a greater swathe of global groups. This gathering for a

“prolife and family friendly” audience was sponsored by Family Watch International, C-Fam, Political
Network for Values, and CitizenGO, among others, and, for the first time, the Polish anti-gender legal
organization Ordo luris.

The inaugural ACPF Conference that took place in Nairobi in 2023 was also sponsored by FWI, with the
additional Global North participation of the Dutch organization Christian Council International (CCl), and
the global legal anti-gender powerhouse Alliance Defending Freedom. While some of the focus was on
ACPF’s strategy, the conference featured these international organizations to provide technical
assistance. For example, CCl reported it was involved to “create further awareness among the [ACPF]

country coordinators about the dangerous provisions in the EU-ACP Agreement”—the economic

agreement between the European Union (EU) and its partners among African, Caribbean, and Pacific
(ACP) nations, a long-time obsession of CCl and FWI, as well as KCPF, who are close partners.

CCl and Alliance Defending Freedom have
broad ambitions to influence policy and human
rights in the Africa region; both have been
attempting to gain observer status at the
African Union. The African Union is a frequent
target for these groups who see the multilateral

agency as a forum for advancing human rights
that are not aligned with their regressive world
vision. In March 2025, at a side event at the UN
Commission on the Status of Women, FWI and
CCI telegraphed their displeasure with the
African Union Convention on Ending Violence
Against Women and Girls, which was passed by
consensus by the African Union Heads of State

and Government at their 38" Ordinary session Sharon Slater, executive director of FWI, presented on the African
in February 2025. These non-African groups, Union Convention on Ending Violence against Women and Girls
including C-Fam, have taken to maligning the on March 12, 2025 at a C-Fam parallel anti-gender conference
Convention—which was developed and during the 69" UN Commission on the Status of Women.
approved by African governments—by claiming Photo on file with Ipas.

it is part of a Western-imposed agenda, calling
it the “African ‘Istanbul’ Convention”.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161554/https:/meridian.allenpress.com/mobilization/article-abstract/29/4/441/504798/ASSEMBLING-GOD-S-LAST-BEST-HOPE-THE-EXPANDING?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161546/https:/profam.org/international-family-life-conference-in-nairobi-kenya-may-11-15-17/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411194546/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/hatewatch/anti-lgbtq-groups-spread-natural-family-rhetoric-with-racist-roots/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411194747/https:/familywatch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2019/11/prolife-profamily-programme.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250113102757/https:/acpf.africa/our-achievements/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411152015/https:/fullerproject.org/story/americas-anti-abortion-business-is-booming-in-africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411152015/https:/fullerproject.org/story/americas-anti-abortion-business-is-booming-in-africa/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411200016/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/news/news/2023/ideology-or-identity
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411200016/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/news/news/2023/ideology-or-identity
https://www.ipas.org/resource/anti-rights-groups-take-aim-at-transnational-agreement/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161558/http:/deviouseutreaty.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2021/11/African-Christian-Professionals-ACP-EU-Memo.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161731/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/news/news/2021/activities-within-african-union
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161622/https:/au.int/en/pressreleases/20250228/african-union-adopts-convention-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161622/https:/au.int/en/pressreleases/20250228/african-union-adopts-convention-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://au.int/en/summit/38#:~:text=In%20a%20momentous%20week%20at,economic%20transformation%2C%20and%20climate%20resilience.
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161627/https:/au.int/en/summit/38
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161748/https:/www.cswfamily.org/

2025: Anti-Gender Organizing in East Africa

The second Nairobi ACPF Conference is projected to be a significantly larger gathering and will include
most of the original international participants as well as new, influential stakeholders, adding more

visibility to this second iteration. Many participants are linked to political far-right movements and

administrations, and they not only advocate on topics like abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, reproductive
healthcare, and comprehensive sexuality education within their countries, but also through regional
mechanisms, like the African Union, and in multilateral spaces like the United Nations. The broad roster
of confirmed participants demonstrates the success of KCPF’s extensive advocacy, campaigning, and

networking efforts over the last few years.

Confirmed ACPF Conference speakers include members of the KCPF and ACPF boards, who represent

national and international anti-gender organizations, including notable Kenyan anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-

abortion advocates:

e Aketch Aimba is the founder and director of Pearls and Treasures Trust Kenya, a KCPF

partner and anti-abortion organization that preaches purity, healing and restoration. The
organization promotes a “post abortion recovery program” and “crisis pregnancy

intervention and counselling.”

e Anne Mbugua is the chairperson of ACPF and partner at Musyimi and Company Advocates.
She has been at the forefront of both ACPF as chairperson and KCPF as the chairperson of

the advisory board.

e David Oginde is the current chairperson of the Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission,
former bishop of Christ is the Answer Ministries and a renowned anti-LGBTQ+ crusader.

Additionally, international attendees scheduled to appear at the ACPF Conference include:

e Ricky Chelette, executive director of the Texas-based Living Hope Ministries and the

Institute of Biblical Sexuality, an anti-LGBTQ+ advocate and promoter of the harmful

practice of conversion therapy.

e Thomas Jacobson of the Global Life Campaign, which is dedicated to “ending abortion

worldwide.” Jacobson publishes the annual “Abortion Worldwide Report” that seeks to

debunk data on abortion; he spoke at the 2019 Political Network for Values summit
alongside FWI and WCF. The organization is a close ally of the Family Research Council.

e Jerzy Kwasniewski is President of Ordo luris and chairman of its university, the Collegium

Intermarium. He and his team, including Rafal Dorosinski, another ACPF speaker, seek to

implement fundamentalist Catholic values and were responsible for the “LGBT-free zones”

in Poland.

e Bettina Roska, legal officer of Alliance Defending Freedom who runs the organization’s

work with advocates and diplomats, is particularly focused against comprehensive sexuality
education, and was a speaker at the 2023 ACPF conference.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161742/https:/www.pearlsandtreasures.org/about-foundation/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161727/https:/acpf.africa/favicon.ico
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161800/https:/eacc.sohnandsol.com/commissioners/david-oginde-phd/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203928/https:/www.livehope.org/staffs/ricky-chelette/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202843/https:/www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/15/gay-conversion-therapy-republican-party-platform
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202929/https:/www.glc.life/our-glc-leadership
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202857/https:/www.peoplefor.org/rightwingwatch/post/right-wing-lawmakers-from-around-the-world-to-gather-in-colombia-to-address-crisis-of-civilization
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202728/https:/www.frc.org/get.cfm?i=PR17A14#gsc.tab=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203857/https:/en.ordoiuris.pl/who-we-are
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203010/https:/www.vice.com/en/article/ordo-iuris-the-mysterious-lawyers-trying-to-create-europes-most-ultra-conservative-state/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203021/https:/www.politico.eu/list/politico-28-class-of-2021-ranking/jerzy-kwasniewski/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202756/https:/www.epfweb.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Tip%20of%20the%20Iceberg%20June%202021%20Final.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203114/https:/adfinternational.org/our-team/bettina-roska

e Austin Ruse leads the Center for Family Human Rights. He has mocked people with

disabilities, disparaged the LGBTQ+ community, and threatened violence against his
perceived enemies. C-Fam is highly networked with the Holy See and was involved in the
founding of the World Youth Alliance.

e HenkJan van Schothorst is the founder of CCI, the Dutch NGO which self-describes as
“the only public policy organization that is both explicitly Christian, transatlantic and
international.” CCIl has sought observer status at the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights since 2021 and they have been building a network of Christian conservative
African Union members and NGOs to “halt the ratification process of the ACP-EU
Agreement.”

e Travis Weber is the Vice President for Policy and Government Affairs at the Family
Research Council. Weber, an anti-LGBTQ+ activist, is also on the Political Network for

Values committee of experts alongside representatives from Alliance Defending Freedom, C-
Fam, and others.

The conduit linking these various groups and individuals is, in many cases, Family Watch International. In
addition to the U.S. groups mentioned above, other participants and speakers include regional anti-
LGBTQ+ parliamentarians Lucy Akello of Uganda, Ashems Songwe of Malawi, and Peter Kaluma of
Kenya. Kaluma is the author of the “Kaluma Bill,” or the Family Protection Bill, 2023, which seeks to
increase the penalties for same-sex acts, including proposing life imprisonment, and would criminalize
the “promotion” of LGBTQ+ activities. Kaluma was a proud participant of the first Inter-Parliamentary
Conference in Uganda in 2021 and is a close ally of KCPF in Kenya legislative spaces, including working
toward the passage of his bill. Akello, Songwe, and Kaluma are all linked to the Political Network for

Values and FWI, and all have been involved in anti-LGBTQ+ initiatives in their own countries, and those

promoted by international groups, including against the ACP-EU agreement.

The ACPF Conference is also working with the Institute for Women’s Health, the organization
implementing the U.S.-led anti-abortion manifesto, the Geneva Consensus Declaration. The Geneva
Consensus Declaration is an initiative of the first Trump administration, spearheaded by IWH president
Valerie Huber. The GCD is a non-binding document that brings together 39 countries, as of this writing,
against LGBTQ+, SRHR, and multilateral systems. Huber created IWH in 2021 to implement the
Declaration through a health project called Protego, which to date has partnerships with the
governments of Guatemala, Uganda, and Burundi."

It is concerning that the Institute for Women’s Health and the influential U.S. far-right think tank and
Project 2025 author, the Heritage Foundation, are both listed as two of the four key partners of ACPF
alongside FWI and the Family Research Council."?

" The Institute has been working with the Ugandan government, through the First Lady Janet Museveni, since February
2024 to operationalize Protego, and since January 2025 in Burundi.

> Project 2025 is the roadmap for the second Trump administration, and includes recommendations, among others, for
dismantling US foreign assistance, attacks on gender and diversity, and a tit-for-tat approach to multilateralism.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203839/https:/c-fam.org/author/austin-ruse/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162217/https:/www.nydailynews.com/2020/08/22/trump-loving-author-austin-ruse-claims-joe-biden-never-had-stutter/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162217/https:/www.nydailynews.com/2020/08/22/trump-loving-author-austin-ruse-claims-joe-biden-never-had-stutter/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162327/https:/glaad.org/gap/austin-ruse/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162331/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/hatewatch/could-austin-ruses-violent-rhetoric-endanger-c-fams-status-un/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411195400/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/about-us/board-cci/henk-jan-van-schothorst
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502161731/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/news/news/2021/activities-within-african-union
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203956/https:/www.frc.org/travis-weber#gsc.tab=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202958/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/family-research-council/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202958/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/family-research-council/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203209/https:/www.advocate.com/transgender/2016/5/14/anti-lgbt-activist-wont-answer-what-bathroom-trans-woman-should-use
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203218/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/who-we-are/council-of-experts/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411203218/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/who-we-are/council-of-experts/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162355/https:/76crimes.com/2024/03/07/links-between-ugandan-and-us-hate-groups/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411190217/https:/database.ilga.org/api/downloader/download/1/KE%20-%20LEG%20-%20Family%20Protection%20Bill%20(2023)%20-%20OR-OFF(en).pdf
https://x.com/gpdkaluma/status/1640238546165329920
https://www.ipas.org/resource/pulling-back-the-cover-the-roots-relationships-and-rise-of-family-watch-international/
https://www.ipas.org/resource/pulling-back-the-cover-the-roots-relationships-and-rise-of-family-watch-international/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162337/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/what-we-do/transatlantic-summit/v-transatlatic-summit-new-york-2023/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162337/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/what-we-do/transatlantic-summit/v-transatlatic-summit-new-york-2023/
https://www.ipas.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Pulling-Back-the-Cover-OPPPBCE23b.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20250502162512/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/news/news/2023/ccis-impact-eu-acp-agreement
https://www.ipas.org/resource/protego-operationalizing-the-geneva-consensus-declaration/
https://www.ipas.org/resource/protego-operationalizing-the-geneva-consensus-declaration/
https://www.ipas.org/resource/the-geneva-consensus-declaration-in-action/
https://www.ipas.org/resource/the-geneva-consensus-declaration-in-action/

Remaining Vigilant in the Face of Foreign-Influenced, Anti-Gender Movements

The May 2025 ACPF gathering raises several red flags for human rights advocates. Given the close
connections of several participants with the second Trump administration, which is wreaking global
havoc, this high-level networking of anti-gender actors could impact:

X The status of current legal initiatives and existing laws in Kenya, including the “Kaluma
Bill,” threatening abortion and wider SRHR access and LGBTQ+ rights, as well as
constitutional reform;

X Increasing coordination of attacks against the African Union, and specifically the recent
2025 Convention on Eliminating Violence against Women and Girls, which FWI has signaled
as its next advocacy target;

X Increased coordination between anti-gender African NGOs and global groups, like CCI
and Alliance Defending Freedom, both of which have sought observer status at the African
Union;

X Strengthening ties between the policymakers at the Kenyan ACPF event and other
regional initiatives, particularly the Ugandan Inter-Parliamentary Conference;

X Reduced funding for critical reproductive health care services including safe abortion
care by African governments.

X Expanding the implementation of the Geneva Consensus Declaration given ACPF’s
partnership with the Institute for Women’s Health and the latter’s attempts to implement
Protego in Kenya following the formalization of memorandums of understanding in Uganda
and Burundi;

X Organizing against human rights systems that will have repercussions for UN spaces,
particularly as several countries have recently abandoned UN agencies and conventions.

It is important to remind advocates and policymakers that many of the ideas and programs promoted at
these conferences are being fed by external actors and are not developed in consultation with a broad
cadre of civil society, nor based in evidence, science, nor rights-respecting practice. The ideas emanating
from ACPF’s main sponsors on “sovereignty”, “protecting African culture and values”, “family values”,
and “women’s and girls’ health and rights” are crafted in Global North by ideologically motivated
individuals and groups who often have neither health, education, development, nor human rights

backgrounds, but instead long histories of supporting far right ideologies and exporting hate.

The ACPF Conference and the themes and areas of focus that emerge are crucial to watch in order to
understand what else is being targeted, who else is at the table, and where we can expect this movement
to coalesce next. This is especially relevant given the funding crisis for global health, international
development, and human rights protection of historically marginalized populations. Should U.S. foreign
assistance resume funding, it will likely be contingent upon ideological alignment with recipient countries
around issue areas, including SRHR, abortion, and LGBTQ+ rights. ACPF, KCPF, and their allies could be
primed and positioned to receive funding from the Trump administration, at the expense of the most
vulnerable populations, their families, and communities.
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Who’s Who: Organizations Attaching Logos to the ACPF Conference 2025

Sponsor

Summary of Relationship to KCPF/ACPF

Type of Entity

Christian Council
International

A 2023 ACPF conference presenter and linked to KCPF/ACPF
through FWI, which also states it was a sponsor of the second
Uganda Inter-Parliamentary Conference attended by Ngare,
Kakeeto, and others linked to ACPF and KCPF.

Dutch-American anti-abortion and
anti-LGBTQ+ group focused on
multilateral and regional human rights
systems.

Casablanca
Declaration

The Declaration has a relationship through the African Bar
Association, of which KCPF’s Kanjama is a member. The African
Bar Association is also linked to Family Watch International and
Foundation for African Cultural Heritage as initial sponsors of
the first Uganda Inter-Parliamentary Conference.

Anti-surrogacy initiative started in
2023, supported by the Holy See, now
based in France.

Center for Family
and Human Rights

Anti-gender partner of KCPF and has been part of other KCPF
meetings, close links to Family Watch International, the World
Congress of Families, Heritage Foundation, and others.

U.S. anti-LGBTQ+ and anti-abortion
designated hate group, focused on the
United Nations.

CitizenGO Anti-gender advocacy partner in Kenya with a history with KCPF | European anti-gender group based in
through staff (Ann Kioko) and the World Congress of Families. Madrid.

Evangelical KCPF partner in Kenya. Kenyan national umbrella organization

Assembly of Kenya of churches.

Family Policy Represented on the ACPF Board of Directors and linked to U.S. South African anti-abortion group.

Institute group Family Research Council.

Family Research
Council

Connected to the ACPF through the Family Policy Institute.

U.S. anti-abortion designated hate
group that publishes research.

Family Watch
International

Long-time KCPF partner linked through multiple initiatives.

U.S. Mormon anti-gender designated
hate group,.

Foundation for
African Cultural

Heritage

Represented on the ACPF Board of Directors and linked through
World Congress of Families and to Family Watch International
and the African Bar Association as initial sponsors of the first
African Regional Inter-Parliamentary Conference in Uganda,
among other initiatives regionally.

Anti-gender Nigerian group.

Kenya Conference of
Catholic Bishops

KCPF partner in Kenya with KCPF board representation.

Assembly of Catholic bishops in
Kenya.

La Manif Pour Tous

New to the space.

French anti-LGBTQ+ NGO, recently
renamed Syndicat de la Famille.

National Council of
Churches Kenya

KCPF partner in Kenya.

Protestant forum for churches and
organizations in Kenya.

Ordo luris

KCPF partners since 2019 and the Nairobi Summit.

Polish Catholic anti-gender legal and
policy thinktank.

Political Network for
Values

Anti-gender partner for KCPF, largely for anti-United Nations
initiatives and through links to a former Kenyan Member of
Parliament, Chrisantus Wamalwa, as well as participation in
earlier KCPF events. The network’s advisory board and its board
of directors also has a number of overlaps with KCPF and ACPF
affiliates and key partners.

Global anti-gender platform for civil
society and policymakers, historically
focused on Latin America and Europe.

Strathmore
University

Strathmore University is linked to KCPF through its advisory
board.

Chartered Kenyan university founded
by Opus Dei, an institution of the
Catholic Church.

*The Institute for Women’s Health and the Heritage Foundation have, as of May 2, 2025, not provided their logos.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202138/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202138/https:/www.christiancouncilinternational.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202306/https:/declaration-surrogacy-casablanca.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202306/https:/declaration-surrogacy-casablanca.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202208/https:/c-fam.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202208/https:/c-fam.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202259/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202301/https:/www.citizengo.org/en-us
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202229/https:/interreligiouscouncil.or.ke/team/evangelical-alliance-of-kenya/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202229/https:/interreligiouscouncil.or.ke/team/evangelical-alliance-of-kenya/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202333/https:/familypolicyinstitute.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202333/https:/familypolicyinstitute.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202410/https:/www.frc.org/#gsc.tab=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202410/https:/www.frc.org/#gsc.tab=0
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202259/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202259/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202354/https:/familywatch.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202354/https:/familywatch.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202259/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202259/https:/www.splcenter.org/resources/extremist-files/anti-lgbtq/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202534/https:/fach-nigeria.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202534/https:/fach-nigeria.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202534/https:/fach-nigeria.org/
https://x.com/kenyakccb?lang=en
https://x.com/kenyakccb?lang=en
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202817/https:/www.lesyndicatdelafamille.fr/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202902/https:/www.ncck.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202902/https:/www.ncck.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202624/https:/en.ordoiuris.pl/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202633/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202633/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202642/https:/politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/who-we-are/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202842/https:/strathmore.edu/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250411202842/https:/strathmore.edu/

