Permanent Mission of Pakistan
to the United Nations and
other International Organizations, Geneva

Permanent Representative

No.UNAIDS-1/2023 (SOGI) 21 September 2023

Dear Exccutive Director,

On behalf of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Group in Geneva' on
human rights and humanitarian matters, I have the honour to bring to your attention our
deep concerns over consistent attempts by states and others to legitimize and normalize
individual sexual behavious disguised as protection from discrimination and violence

against persons due to their Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) in the work
of various UN bodies and international organizations.

2. These endeavours are taking place in different forms and with the support of
some States, civil society organizations and international civil servants working at
various organizations that are part of the UN common system. The controversial
concept of SOGI, which has no basis in international law including human rights law,
is highly divisive and unacceptable to a significant number of states.

3. The use of such controversial notions or symbols as well as attempts to seek
legitimacy of individual sexual behaviours through the UN system is not only fraught
with risks but also constitutes violation of standards of conduct for international civil
servants in employment of UN common system.

4, We recognize the right for everybody, without discrimination, to enjoyment of
highest attainable standards of health conducive to a life with dignity. We also

appreciate UNAID’s strides to undertake its important responsibilities, informed by
scientific research.

S. Our primary concern remains with regard to normalisation of the controversial
terminology and concept of SOGI, that is socially and legally contentious worldwide.
Use of such terms in UNAID’s documents may have misleading normative impacts. It
may also entail legal and political complications in the design and delivery of
programmes and projects by its country offices.

6. The OIC member states repose a strong faith in the UN system and consider it
an important platform to advance international cooperation and norms that are

universally agreed and implemented in ways that represent and respect our collective
aspirations.

7 On behalf of the OIC Group, we would look forward to your feedback on this
issue. Meanwhile, the Group has addressed a separate letter to the UN Secretary General
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articulating our deep concerns over these developments and the imperative of
international civil servants adhering to the standards of conduct applicable to them.

8. The Group members look forward to working with you closely on this important
issue.
Sincerely,
2 osf pisbes }4?
(Khalil Hashmi)

Ms. Winnie Byanyima
Executive Director

United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS
Geneva



