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Summary 
From November 18 to 19, the U.S.-based Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) will 
hold its first forum in Mexico. The event is hosted by Eduardo Verástegui through his organization 
Movimiento Viva México (Long Live Mexico Movement). Verástegui is an ultra-conservative 
Catholic activist and Mexican model, singer, and telenovela actor who turned to right-wing politics 
in the early 2000s after moving to Los Angeles to pursue a career in Hollywood. Verástegui’s 
political star rose exponentially in 2020 when President Trump nominated him for a key position 
in his administration. The CPAC Mexico conference will likely fulfill two ambitions: advancing 
Verástegui’s political aspirations and establishing a CPAC beachhead in Mexico. 

CPAC’s history goes back nearly half a century, to January 1974. A year after the Supreme Court 
decision Roe v. Wade established a constitutional right to abortion, the American Conservative 
Union (ACU) inaugurated its first Conservative Political Action Conference. CPAC promotes 
Christian nationalist narratives in the context of a capitalist creed and American exceptionalism 
and individualism. The conference has irrevocably shaped the U.S. right-wing political agenda and 
is considered a bellwether for Republican and far-right politics, trends, and priorities. Today, the 
event brings together different strands of the U.S.—and now global—far-right by the thousands.  

As the nexus for right-wing activism and politics, the event serves as a kingmaker for U.S. 
Republicans. Ronald Reagan delivered the inaugural speech in 1974; six years later he was elected 
president. Almost four decades later, Donald Trump gave his first CPAC speech in 2011, and was 
elected president five years later. CPAC is also a space where political conservative aspirants 
comingle to gain insight about where to stand on certain key issues, including anti-rights trends 
and right-wing politics. CPAC, which once attempted to mask the racist and nativist aspects of 
U.S. conservatism, has, in the lead-up to and following the Trump presidency, slid fully into white 
Christian nationalism. 

Additionally, CPAC no longer operates domestically, launching its international expansion in 2017 
with a first meeting in Japan. Since then, it has hosted many international conferences, courting 
authoritarian governments, white nationalist extremists, and other anti-rights activists. Following 
CPAC Japan, conferences have been held in Australia, South Korea, Israel, Hungary, Brazil, and 
now Mexico.  

CPAC Mexico stands out for several reasons. The Mexican presidency is currently held by Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador, who is considered a liberal progressive, and the country is one of the 
region’s pioneers on legalizing same sex marriage (2010) and abortion (2021). Still, there is an 
appetite in Mexico for the regressive social issues CPAC acolytes embrace. These positions are 
represented in the Partido Acción Nacional (National Action Party, PAN), Mexico’s conservative 
political party’s platform. But there are also new political movements vying to occupy this space. 

https://movimientovivamexico.org/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-appoint-individuals-key-administration-posts-091620/
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-appoint-individuals-key-administration-posts-091620/
https://www.conservative.org/cpac/
https://web.archive.org/web/20161019202226/http:/conservative.org/who-we-are/
https://web.archive.org/web/20161019202226/http:/conservative.org/who-we-are/
https://www.conservative.org/what-we-believe
https://www.conservative.org/what-we-believe
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/32123-cpac-2011-the-convention-agenda.html
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CPAC is hoping to tap into and foster this homegrown base and use it as a launching pad to expand 
throughout the region.  

Background and international expansion 

While CPAC officially launched in January 1974, rightwing movements had been building 
the previous decade following conservative losses in the 1964 U.S. presidential election. 
CPAC’s parent organization, the American Conservative Union (ACU), was instrumental in 
rebuilding and reshaping these movements following the Watergate scandal, which ended 
the Nixon presidency when he resigned from office in August of 1974, two years into his 
second term.  

The 1974 CPAC conference launched the “New Right” for U.S. conservatives, and it played 
a pivotal role in Ronald Reagan’s ascension to the presidency in the 1980 election. Reagan 
was a figurehead in fortifying the so-called “Moral Majority” and the rise of the Christian, 
mainly evangelical, right wing in the United States. 

CPAC attracts thousands of attendees, and the Trump era has reinvigorated the movement. 
The conference now holds gatherings throughout the year and—galvanized by recent global 
far-right victories—CPAC is expanding internationally. In 2017, it held its first gathering 
outside the U.S. in Japan in partnership with the Japanese Conservative Union. Two years 
later, in 2019, CPAC expanded to Australia, South Korea, and Brazil. Those countries have 
now hosted multiple CPAC events of their own. 

CPAC has invested heavily in Brazil and Hungary. It held its first Brazilian gathering in 2019, 
the same year Jair Bolsonaro became president, with follow-up conferences in September 
2021 and June 2022. In 2022, CPAC made inroads into Eastern Europe and the Middle East, 
hosting meetings in Hungary in May, headlined by Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, 
and an inaugural gathering in Israel in July, which was keynoted by the U.S.-based right-
wing pundit Ben Shapiro. 

CPAC has recently come under scrutiny in early 2022 for accepting tens of thousands of 
dollars in fees from foreign interests—including for advocating on legislation before the U.S. 
Congress—without registering as foreign agents in possible violation of the disclosure law 
known as the Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA). Moreover, concerns have been 
raised about its practices organizing CPAC events outside of the United States. 

This globalization of CPAC, seemingly in conflict with its foundational American 
exceptionalism, has expanded the breeding grounds for U.S. alt-right values and the global 
sharing of extreme right populist strategies.  

 

https://cpacmx.com/english/cpac-2022-english/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180714221959/http:/humanevents.com/2003/02/03/cpac-over-30-yearsbrconservatives-have-come-a-long-way/
https://web.archive.org/web/20180714221959/http:/humanevents.com/2003/02/03/cpac-over-30-yearsbrconservatives-have-come-a-long-way/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/02/26/cpac-helped-launch-reagan-era-maintains-influence/4566369001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2021/02/26/cpac-helped-launch-reagan-era-maintains-influence/4566369001/
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2020/02/cpac-2020-gets-cozy/
https://theconversation.com/alt-right-white-extremism-or-conservative-mobilising-what-are-cpacs-aims-in-australia-121495
https://www.cpackorea.com/kcpac2019
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/brazil/2019/10/conservative-event-solidifies-eduardo-bolsonaro-as-successor-to-father.shtml
https://brazilian.report/power/2021/09/05/maga-brazil-far-right/
https://www.cpacbr.com.br/
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/04/05/why-cpac-traveling-illiberal-hungary
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/politics/inaugural-cpac-israel-announces-ben-shapiro-to-serve-as-keynote-speaker/2022/06/26/
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/politics/inaugural-cpac-israel-announces-ben-shapiro-to-serve-as-keynote-speaker/2022/06/26/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/mar/14/cpac-pay-to-play-trump-loyalists-gain-power
https://www.justice.gov/nsd-fara
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cpac-fara-foreign-interests_n_62193e3de4b0f800ce212893
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CPAC Mexico was originally scheduled for September 2022 but was moved to immediately after 
the U.S. mid-term elections. Organizers clearly hope to use the momentum from the U.S. elections 
to animate the crowd in Mexico City. Regardless the outcome of the U.S. elections, Verástegui has 
a clear vision for the conference. Speaking in August at CPAC Texas 2022, he said that CPAC 
Mexico “is a unique opportunity to build alliances between defenders of liberty in the hemisphere 
and to unite against those who want to impose socialism in the region.” 

CPAC and White Nationalism 
Since its inception, CPAC has grappled internally with tensions between traditional conservatives 
and harder-right extremists, while trying to maintain a public face that avoids displays of overt 
racism. CPAC leadership tried to keep nativism out of the conference, focusing instead on 
immigration reform, views that were faithfully telegraphed by U.S. Tea Party activists and others.1 
Though CPAC maintains that it is not racist nor white nationalist, it has welcomed extreme right-
wing activists over the years, exposing how the U.S. conservative movement has never 
disentangled from white supremacy. 

Over the last decade, CPAC dropped the pretense and submitted to the hard-right fringe of the 
conservative movement. Between 2013 and 2014, extreme right-wing elements started hosting 
their own gatherings near the CPAC venue. There were initially internal clashes during the Obama 
era between “birther” supporters—the conspiracy fueled by Trump that President Obama was not 
born in the United States—and the “never-Trumpers.” The birthers won and by 2019, CPAC was 
welcoming white nationalists to its conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 The Tea Party was a fiscally conservative political movement within the Republican Party that began in 2009 amid a groundswell 
of populist anger that blazed the trail for Trump in the United States. 

https://www.conservative.org/video/cpac-texas-2022-eduardo-verastegui/
https://www.conservative.org/video/cpac-texas-2022-eduardo-verastegui/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/compost/wp/2013/03/15/how-not-to-sound-racist-the-most-awkward-cpac-panel-ever/
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2018/02/26/racists-roam-halls-cpac-and-conservative-conference-ends-controversy-over-racist-comments
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2018/02/26/racists-roam-halls-cpac-and-conservative-conference-ends-controversy-over-racist-comments
https://time.com/5870475/never-trumpers-2020-election/
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As the U.S. far-right has embraced the racist Great Replacement conspiracy theory,2 openly 
platforming authoritarian leaders like Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Brazil’s 
President Jair Bolsonaro, white supremacy is a feature and mobilizer of the movement at CPAC. 
Having warmly welcomed white supremacy, CPAC is now moving to support anti-democratic 
leaders and initiatives who share these values, including at CPACs outside of the United States.  

 
CPAC in Mexico 
CPAC Mexico will be held in Mexico City November 18 to 19, 2022, following the mid-term 
elections in the United States. Mexico is the second Latin American country to host a CPAC. The 
first was Brazil under the leadership of Eduardo Bolsonaro, federal deputy and son of President 
Jair Bolsonaro. Eduardo Verástegui, a well-known ultra-conservative Catholic model, singer, and 
actor, is organizing and hosting CPAC Mexico. 

Verástegui is a veteran of previous CPAC’s where he has shared the stage with former U.S. 
President Donald Trump and his political advisor Steve Bannon, as well as Hungarian Prime 
Minister Orbán. Under Verástegui’s leadership, CPAC Mexico is following the script of previous 

 

2 This racist conspiracy narrative that originated in Europe falsely asserts there is an effort to replace white populations in certain 
countries. It has been adapted to contexts as a xenophobic, anti-immigration rallying cry. 

https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2022/05/17/racist-great-replacement-conspiracy-theory-explained
https://www.cpacbr.com.br/
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conferences. The speaker lineup includes well-known ultra-right political leaders, many of whom 
are linked to anti-gender and anti-reproductive rights activism.  

The roster of CPAC Mexico speakers from the United States includes political actors close to 
Trump, like Republicans representatives Mark Green and Marjorie Taylor Greene. The latter is 
rumored to be under consideration as Trump’s vice presidential running mate in the 2024 
elections. Bannon is also on the CPAC Mexico docket, though it is unclear if he will attend as he 
was recently sentenced to four months in jail for contempt of Congress for refusing to collaborate 
with the January 6th Commission investigating the U.S. 2021 Capitol riots.  

Joining them is Gladden Pappin, a professor at the U.S. Catholic University Notre Dame and an 
early supporter of Trump. Pappin serves as an academic bridge of the U.S. conservative movement 
to Hungary where he teaches at the Mathias Corvinus Collegium (MCC) in Budapest. MCC is a 
controversial educational project; Prime Minister Orbán has invested almost two billion dollars of 
government funding into the university with the expectation that it will build a cadre of ultra-
conservative graduates who will promote and defend his illiberal ideologies.  

In addition to Pappin, MCC will be well represented in CPAC Mexico by Miklos Lukacs, Balázs 
Orbán, and Rodrigo Ballester. Ballester, a Spanish national, is MCC’s director of its European 
Studies Center, and Balázs Orbán (no relation to Prime Minister Viktor Orbán) leads MCC’s board 
while doubling as the prime minister’s political director. Rounding out the large Hungarian 
contingent to CPAC Mexico is Gergely Gulyás, Minister of the Prime Minister’s Office, and Miklós 
Szánthó, president of CPAC Hungary and director of The Center for Fundamental Rights whose 
mission is to preserve Christian traditions while countering “human rights-fundamentalism.”  

CPAC Mexico also includes a high number of past and future political aspirants, including Chile’s 
former presidential candidate José Antonio Kast, who, since losing the election to Gabriel Boric in 
2021, turned to chairing the international, ultra-conservative Political Network for Values (PNfV); 
and Argentinian Javier Milei, a conservative libertarian economist with an emerging political 
career and presidential aspirations. Also, slated to make an appearance is the unsuccessful 2021 
French extreme-right presidential candidate Éric Zemmour.  

Heading the lineup is former Polish president and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Lech Walesa, an 
incongruous choice but one which, according to Poland’s leading anti-racist organization Never 
Again, is intended to soften the extremism of the conference. Rafal Pankowski of Never Again has 
asked Walesa to reconsider his decision to participate, stating “This is a big mistake that could 
affect Lech Walesa’s reputation.” 

 

 

https://businessinsider.mx/donald-trump-repeatedly-discussing-marjorie-taylor-greene-running-mate-2022-10/?r=US&IR=T
https://businessinsider.mx/donald-trump-repeatedly-discussing-marjorie-taylor-greene-running-mate-2022-10/?r=US&IR=T
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/21/us/politics/steve-bannon-sentence-contempt-congress.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/164441/conservative-inspiration-orban-hungary-poland
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/world/europe/hungary-orban-university.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/28/world/europe/hungary-orban-university.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CiYXjLjL0Em/
https://nationalconservatism.org/natcon-3-2022/presenters/balazs-orban/
https://nationalconservatism.org/natcon-3-2022/presenters/balazs-orban/
https://2015-2019.kormany.hu/en/prime-minister-s-office
https://europe-cities.com/2022/05/28/miklos-szantho-hungary-is-setting-an-example-today/
https://europe-cities.com/2022/05/28/miklos-szantho-hungary-is-setting-an-example-today/
https://alapjogokert.hu/en/
https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-12-19/el-chile-de-jose-antonio-kast.html
https://politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/2022/03/jose-antonio-kast-is-the-new-president-of-the-political-network-for-values/
https://www.revistaanfibia.com/javier-milei-la-batalla-cultural-de-las-nuevas-derechas/
https://www.nigdywiecej.org/en/
https://www.nigdywiecej.org/en/
https://www.rp.pl/polityka/art37309111-cpac-w-meksyku-walesa-wystapi-na-tej-samej-konferencji-co-bannon-i-zemmour
https://www.rp.pl/polityka/art37309111-cpac-w-meksyku-walesa-wystapi-na-tej-samej-konferencji-co-bannon-i-zemmour
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Verástegui’s Rise to Anti-Rights Politician 

Eduardo Verástegui’s religious, political, and artistic aspirations first converged around 2005-
2006 when he produced and starred in Bella, a movie with an anti-abortion agenda. From there, 
he expanded his connections with anti-gender organizations and activists, while consolidating 
partnerships with key conservative, far-right politicians in the United States, Europe, and Latin 
America.  

Today, Verástegui continues making conservative propaganda films,3 while devoting much of his 
time to his political and philanthropic ventures, which are primarily focused on anti-abortion 
initiatives and combating child sex trafficking.4 Verástegui has also participated in direct action. 
In 2008 he volunteered as a “pro-life counselor” for the U.S. organization 40 Days for Life, a global 
anti-abortion project that sets up camps in front of reproductive health clinics in order to prevent 
women from getting care. Verástegui’s anti-abortion activism was sufficiently well-known that in 
2009 he won the “Hazte Oír Award.”5 Granted by the Spanish organization of the same name, 
Hazte Oír was founded by the ultra-conservative, Catholic activist Ignacio Arsuaga, who, with his 
campaign director Luis Losada, have been linked as key players in the secret, Mexican paramilitary 
organization El Yunque (the Anvil). 

 

3  He produced the anti-abortion film Unplanned, based on the memoir of U.S. anti-abortion activist Abby Johnson, and in 2018 
began production of the movie Sound of Freedom. 

4  In 2007, while living in Los Angeles, Verástegui founded, with members of his family, Manto de Guadalupe (Mantle of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe), a Catholic group that organized religious missions to provide health care services to communities living in extreme 
poverty in countries around the world. Abby Johnson worked with Verástegui at Manto de Guadalupe. Johnson is also one of the 
confirmed speakers at CPAC Mexico.  

5  In an interview in Madrid, Spain, Verástegui described discouraging women from having abortions. 

Eugenio Nasarre, Spanish People’s Party 
deputy and member of the Parliamentary 
Group for Life and Dignity; Ignacio 
Arsuaga; founder and president of 
CitizenGO; and Verástegui (right) at the 
Hazte Oír Awards ceremony.  
July 4, 2009. (Photo CC BY-SA 2.0, 
HazteOir.org). 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/13947/bella-star-joins-40-days-for-life-vigil-at-la-abortion-clinic
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2013/mar/26/40-days-life-prayers-protests
https://www.larazon.es/historico/una-plataforma-civica-se-moviliza-contra-el-aborto-GLLA_RAZON_161484/
https://www.publico.es/politica/hazte-oir-encargo-plan-gestion-crisis-negar-sentencia-vincula-lideres-sociedad-secreta-yunque.html
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In 2019, Verástegui used his artistic capital to 
advance his political ambitions. He was the 
executive producer of the anti-abortion film 
Unplanned, which was partially funded by U.S. 
businessman and activist Mike Lindell, known as 
the “My Pillow Guy,” who infamously supported and 
financed President Trump’s attempts to overturn 
the results of the U.S. 2020 election. Verástegui 
toured Mexico promoting Unplanned while building 
partnerships with political leaders and local 
authorities in several Mexican states to push back 
against the popular movement to decriminalize 
abortion in the country.6 He subsequently founded 
the organization Movimiento Viva México (Long Live 
Mexico Movement) an entity through which he now 
conducts all his political activities. 

By the following year, Verástegui had come to the 
attention of President Trump. In July 2020, Trump 
named Verástegui a member of the White House’s 
Advisory Commission on Hispanic Prosperity,7 and 
the following year he was brought into the CPAC 
fold at the July 2021 CPAC in Dallas, Texas. He has 
since been a feature at CPACs, returning to Texas 
and Florida.8  

Verástegui’s speeches usually follow a formula: he raises the alarm about the “expansion of 
socialism in Latin America,” calling out Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua, all of which are regular 
features of conservative fears; and warns of trouble down the line in Argentina, Chile, and 
Colombia. At the July 2021 CPAC, Verástegui closed his speech by announcing his plans to host 
CPAC Mexico in 2022. In August 2022 at yet another CPAC in Texas, Verástegui invited the 
audience to vote for pro-life politicians like Donald Trump and promised that CPAC Mexico would 
be a celebration of conservatives’ victory in the U.S. mid-term elections.  

 

6  In 2021 the Mexican Supreme Court determined that abortion was not a crime. 
7  Verástegui, is a staunch Trump supporter. In January 2021, following the violence and insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, Verástegui 

was criticized for a tweet supporting Trump. 
8  In November 2021, Verástegui presented at an event hosted by the Dallas Country Republican Party in Texas. He was invited by 

Mercedes Schlapp, a CPAC senior fellow and a FOX News correspondent, and former Trump White House director of strategic 
communications. She is married to Matt Schlapp, president of the ACU and of CPAC, who will attend CPAC Mexico. 

Verástegui tweets photo with Vice President Pence, 
himself (center), and President Trump.  

August 6, 2020. 

https://catholicnews.com/update-big-push-made-for-mexican-premiere-of-unplanned-movie/
https://catholicnews.com/update-big-push-made-for-mexican-premiere-of-unplanned-movie/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/my-pillow-guy-mike-lindell-invests-1-million-in-pro-life-film-unplanned.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/my-pillow-guy-mike-lindell-invests-1-million-in-pro-life-film-unplanned.html
https://www.elimparcial.com/sonora/sonora/Eduardo-Verastegui-presenta-su-gran-premier-Inesperado-20191012-0010.html
https://www.elimparcial.com/sonora/sonora/Eduardo-Verastegui-presenta-su-gran-premier-Inesperado-20191012-0010.html
https://movimientovivamexico.org/nuestro-movimiento/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFBv6TqkgjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFBv6TqkgjI
https://twitter.com/EVerastegui/status/1414327404055736321?s=20&t=uPB-UU61BmAoxULvta4ROg
https://www.facebook.com/EduardoVerastegui/posts/en-cpac-2022-florida-compartiendo-visiones-y-estrategias-conjuntas-sobre-la-libe/10166195449215711/
https://dallasgop.org/yo-quiero-freedom
https://dallasgop.org/yo-quiero-freedom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_kVpivtpUA
https://twitter.com/EVerastegui/status/1291442084168241163?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Verástegui’s political star is rising, and it is 
nurtured in part by his associations outside 
of Mexico. In May 2022 he traveled to 
Budapest, Hungary to participate in the 
2022 Transatlantic Summit IV hosted by the 
international, ultra-conservative PNfV.9 

He uses these relationships to legitimize his 
standing in the rightwing political 
ecosystem, regularly posting photographs 
of himself with American leaders like 
Trump, Pence, and Bannon, and others like 
Katalin Novák, president of Hungary and 
former president of the PNfV, or with his 
Mexican friend Patricio Slim (also known as 
Patrick Slim), son of multimillionaire Carlos 
Slim and one of the main funders of the anti-
gender movement in Latin America.  

Verástegui relishes playing the role of a 
connected political operator and amplifier of 
the ultra-conservative agenda set by CPAC, 
Trump, and others, all of which helps 
strengthen his image and political 
aspirations. CPAC Mexico is his most 
politically viable project yet.  

 

  

 

9 Verástegui presented his project against trafficking and showed a trailer of the film Sound of Freedom. His presentation was 
notable because he unexpectedly invited U.S. actor Mel Gibson to join him. 

Verástegui's links to the global anti-rights movement  
and CPAC. (Photo/Luke Ford CC BY-SA 2.5) 

https://politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/2022/06/articulated-with-a-common-agenda-and-determined-to-influence-politically-this-is-how-the-transatlantic-summit-iv-concludes/
https://contralinea.com.mx/interno/semana/wikileaks-ultraderecha-organizada-desde-la-red-trasatlantica-political-network-for-values/
https://twitter.com/EVerastegui/status/1573797326543618050?s=20&t=0ByodmWLBQg1tafmTQG-tw
https://elpais.com/internacional/2017/02/17/mexico/1487298997_681934.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_kVpivtpUA
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CPAC and Far-Right Actors Emerging in Mexico 

While the Partido Acción Nacional (National Action Party, PAN) has historically represented the 
established political rightwing in Mexico, there are several emerging extremist political 
movements vying to enter the arena who see CPAC Mexico as an opportunity to strengthen their 
visibility. Of particular concern is México Republicano (Republican Mexico), a movement led by its 
director Juan Iván Peña Neder, its spokesperson Gricha Raether Palma, and the American Larry 
Rubin, who has advocated for México Republicano to be a “binational political party.”  

Peña Neder is a troubling figure whose political life has been trailed by accusations of sexual 
violence, racism, and corruption, and embracing fascism. Peña Neder served in the Ministry of the 
Interior during President Felipe Calderón Hinojosa’s administration of 2006 to 2012.10 A professed 
admirer of Adolf Hitler, it was during this time that he founded México Despierta (Wakeup 
Mexico), a neo-fascist and anti-Semitic organization that advocated for the sterilization of 
indigenous peoples.11 In 2013, La Jornada, a respected Mexican newspaper with national 
circulation published a photograph of Peña Neder standing in front of a sword and a Crusader 
shield, with his right arm outstretched, making the Nazi salute. 

In 2011, Peña Neder was imprisoned for his part in the gang rape of his ex-wife. He was deemed 
a “dangerous subject” and transferred to a maximum-security prison. Two years later he and the 
two other accused gained early release from prison following apparent interventions from high-
level PAN officials. Peña Neder has also been accused of corruption related to the management 
of illegal casinos, and taking advantage of his government position during his time at the Ministry 
of the Interior.   

The ranks of México Republicano also include Juan Dabdoub Giacoman, founder and president of 
Consejo Mexicano de la Familia (Mexican Family Council). Like Peña Neder, Giacoman also has a 
sordid history of violence and rightwing advocacy. In 2017 he partnered on an anti-LGBTI public 
relations campaign created and exported by the Spanish ultra-Catholic organizations Hazte Oír 
and CitizenGO; leading a tour around Mexico with a bus emblazoned with discriminatory 
messages against LGBTI people and against comprehensive sexuality education. Giacoman was 
previously the spokesperson for the Frente Nacional por la Familia (National Front for the Family), 
which kicked him out in 2017 for publicly assaulting a woman.  

 

10 The ultra-Catholic paramilitary organization El Yunque had the most influence within Mexican political and governmental 
structures during the period governed by the PAN from 2000 to 2012, allowing those like Peña Neder to act with impunity. 
This influence was central to the growth of the Spanish anti-rights organizations Hazte Oír and CitizenGO. 

11  Larry Rubin is the U.S. representative of the Republican Party in Mexico and president of the board of directors of The American 
Society. His name was floated as a possible contender for U.S. ambassador to Mexico under Trump, but that position eventually 
went to Christopher Landau. Both Rubin and Landau will attend CPAC Mexico.  

https://mexicorepublicano.com/nosotros/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKPnHk6Ar5U
https://www.ozy.com/the-new-and-the-next/will-he-be-trumps-ambassador-to-mexico/74993/
https://www.ozy.com/the-new-and-the-next/will-he-be-trumps-ambassador-to-mexico/74993/
https://beyondbordersnews.com/mexico-republicano-ought-to-be-a-binational-political-party/
https://aristeguinoticias.com/1601/mexico/pena-neder-creador-de-una-organizacion-fascista-reforma/
https://www.jornada.com.mx/2013/11/03/politica/013n1pol
https://www.jornada.com.mx/2013/11/03/politica/013n1pol
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/pena-neder-un-reo-peligroso/
https://www.proceso.com.mx/nacional/2013/11/1/liberan-violador-casinero-con-apoyo-de-gil-zuarth-vazquez-alatorre-125369.html
https://www.reporteindigo.com/reporte/panistas-compran-permisos-la-mafia/
https://confamilia.org.mx/site/en/juan-m-dabdoub-giacoman/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2017/07/05/el-bus-de-la-libertad-que-se-opone-a-los-gays-y-al-aborto-siembra-polemica-a-su-paso-por-mexico/
https://elpais.com/mexico/2020-07-18/la-agenda-ultraconservadora-se-abre-paso-en-mexico.html
https://www.animalpolitico.com/2017/08/frente-expulsa-juan-dabdoub/
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México Republicano triangulates with Spain though Pedro Cobo Pulido, a Spaniard naturalized in 
Mexico. Pulido is the founder and director of Sublevados, a conservative political platform that 
seeks to influence the cultural sphere and train a new cadre of conservative youth. In June 2021, 
in a letter addressed to the Vox political party in Spain, México Republicano expressed its 
willingness to join the Madrid Charter, Vox’s political manifesto to expand its ultraconservative 
influence in Latin America. 

México Republicano is emerging as a binational party and they are currently working to establish 
a local political party in the state of Chihuahua. They will likely leverage their presence at CPAC 
Mexico to grow their party and consolidate power at the federal level by 2025. In May 2022, Peña 
Neder announced that México Republicano’s national committee was granting its full support to 
CPAC Mexico. 

Some CPAC Mexico participants bring a lower profile, but equally troubling rightwing baggage 
and political ambition. Mexican state-level deputies Elsa Méndez and Carlos Leal have a shared 
history of pushing ultra-conservative policies and initiatives against reproductive rights, 
comprehensive sexuality education, and LGBTI rights. Neither is currently supported by a political 
party or movement, which is why Leal founded Creemos (We Believe), an organization which he 
aspires to grow politically.  

CPAC Mexico will also give a voice to a sizable bloc of ultra-conservative Mexican activists. This 
includes Guillermo Torres Quiroz, chief editor of Saber Votar and of Hazte Sentir; Aarón Lara 
Sánchez, president of the evangelical network Ibero-American Congress for Life and 
Family; Rodrigo Iván Cortés, president of the Frente Nacional por la Familia and vice president of 
PNfV; Ángel Soubervielle, founder of the anti-abortion organization Pasos por la Vida (Steps 
through Life) and director of the social pressure platform Actívate; Carlos Ramírez, the founder of 
the Catholic movement ProLife Army; and Emilio Yitzhak, president of the previously mentioned 
platform of Sublevados. Yitzhak has called for acts of violence to defend conservative ideologies 
and projects. Following Brazil’s October 2022 presidential elections where Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva beat out Bolsonaro, Yitzhak posted that “Bolsonaro should bring out the tanks.” All the above 
are variously trying to influence elections, mobilize the public, or coordinate lobbying campaigns. 

CPAC’s Implications for Mexico and Beyond 

CPAC’s international expansion in the last five years is in line with other transnational rightwing 
movements that are establishing political networking centers driven by perceived conservative 
fears of immigration, socialism, cancel culture, and wokeness. CPAC Mexico’s inclusion of 
concerning projects like México Republicano and Creemos signals its openness to mainstreaming 
extremist political groups whose leadership has a history of racism, violence, and fascism.  

https://julioastillero.com/video-sublevados-le-apuesta-al-tema-cultural-busca-formar-jovenes-en-el-pensamiento-conservador-para-posicionar-sus-ideas-pedro-cobo/
https://www.portalmexico.mx/sublevados-y-la-nueva-derecha/
https://twitter.com/MxRepublicanoN/status/1409726724745666561?s=20&t=mrSgAWRldwNBNblT1vWE1w
https://mexicodailypost.com/2022/08/01/we-are-the-party-that-defends-capitalism-businesses-and-the-usmca-republicans-in-mexico/
https://mexicorepublicano.com/mexico-republicano-se-convertira-en-partido-politico-local-en-chihuaha-gricha-raether-video/
https://twitter.com/mileniotv/status/1554997845391982594?s=20&t=h9gJ49CJz6u_Jd-9K90Zlg
https://twitter.com/PenaNederJI/status/1528223438485307392?s=20&t=7YtQxTKsQstN1rHYuau1gw
https://twitter.com/PenaNederJI/status/1528223438485307392?s=20&t=7YtQxTKsQstN1rHYuau1gw
https://cimacnoticias.com.mx/2020/07/16/legisladoras-protestan-por-campana-contra-secretaria-de-gobernacion-por-parte-de-grupos-conservadores#gsc.tab=0
http://www.creemos.mx/
https://sabervotar.mx/
https://www.haztesentir.mx/
http://www.congresoiberoamericanoporlavidaylafamilia.org/
http://www.congresoiberoamericanoporlavidaylafamilia.org/
https://politicalnetworkforvalues.org/en/2019/11/legislators-icpd25_nairobi-to-stop-abortion-and-gender-ideology/
https://pasosporlavida.org/
https://activate.org.mx/
https://panampost.com/samuel-angel/2021/03/07/nuevo-ejercito-provida-mexico/
https://twitter.com/EmilioYitzhak/status/1586853585832198145?s=20&t=tOh0OB-t2-DPh0M3SutAGA
https://twitter.com/EmilioYitzhak/status/1586853585832198145?s=20&t=mBiSdXtOS3vzlFQ4xKHflw
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As a platform for gathering and connecting far-right political parties, thought leaders, and 
activists who promote an ideology that mixes neoliberal, nationalism with religious and political 
anxieties, CPAC reinforces the feeling of belonging and legitimacy for global conservative 
movements. This fusion sets up frameworks for political action while reinforcing and perpetuating 
gender stereotypes and inequalities, as well as discrimination and intolerance against specific 
populations, including women, the LGBTI community, migrants, and historically marginalized 
groups. This is borne out by the people and movements featured in this report.  

CPAC Mexico is a crucial platform for Verástegui to strengthen his image and political capital. 
When Verástegui spoke at CPAC Texas in August 2022, he said “Latin America is burning; the 
destructive fire of socialism is quickly spreading throughout the region putting at risk democracy 
and fundamental freedoms.” The goal, he said, was to “destroy the Judeo-Christian history of Latin 
America.” But, he reassured the crowd, “we will work hard to elect politicians who are pro-life like 
President Trump,” and he closed by promising to make Mexico and America great again.  

Donald Trump famously kicked off his presidential campaign in 2015 by attacking Mexico, “They 
are not our friends, believe me,” he said. “They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re 
rapists. And some, I assume, are good people.” For Trump and his CPAC acolytes, the world is 
bifurcated into good and bad people, and CPAC has found its “good” Mexicans. Verástegui’s 
embrace of Trumpism makes this all possible, and as CPAC gatherings outside the United States 
increase, so does the spread of its nativist, Christian nationalist agenda.  

That Verástegui and other Mexicans are so entrenched with a movement that acts against the 
needs and best interests of Mexicans, and that includes fascists, white supremacists, election 
deniers, and Christian nationalists, should raise serious red flags. CPAC Mexico is a two-day event, 
but it has a long-term vision for establishing and consolidating a Mexican clone of Trump’s 
Republican Party. 

 

  

https://www.conservative.org/video/cpac-texas-2022-eduardo-verastegui/
https://time.com/4473972/donald-trump-mexico-meeting-insult/
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